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Harry L. Thompson Receives Old 
North State Award 

At the conclusion of the Washington County Chamber of Commerce 2007 Banquet, (I9 1h March 2007) 
Noted Historian Harry L. Thompson received the coveted Old North State Award. Later, Harry Lewis, as he 
is known locally, said he was caught speechless. All who know the historian know that's almost an impossibility. 
The Roanoke Beacon quoted NC Representative Tim Spear, who presented the award: and described the 
Roanoke River Port O'Ply mouth curator (among numerous other hats worn by Harry L) as: 11 a walking, talking, 
living, breathing history book." The award was signed by NC Gov. Mike Easley 

Harry Lewis is a great story-teller who captivates audiences, ages 1 or 100, with tales filled with history 
and folklore. Those who have benefitted with his classes or lectures come away wanting to know just a wee 
bit more. Our congratulations to Harry L.l 

TWEGttWWEETUg 

Just how much can be said regarding the use of an ordinary tub? Well I suppose that depends on the 
neck of the woods you came from, and time in history you lived there. When I was a boy [in North Carolina], 
we called them all wash tubs. No matter what you used it for, it was called a wash tub.- Washing clothes, feet, 
dogs, taking baths, carrying veggies, salting down pork or fish, the chores go on and on. Yet still we called it a 
wash tub. The most popular ones I recall were heavy galvanized with the name wheeling stamped [embossed] 
right in the middle of the bottom in a little round circle, with either a number 1, 2, or 3. The number 
indicating the size of the tub, meaning one the smallest and three the largest, I assume the tubs were made 
in Wheeling West Virginia. There were two floppy handles for easy carrying, and in some cases the load could 
be so great it would take two people, 

I remember in WWII when the family had a wooden washtub and bucket. Metal products were hard to 
get because all metal was needed to support the war effort. The wood tubs and buckets were formed with 
wood staves and would leak whenever the wood would dry. You had to keep water in them so the wood would 
swell and the cracks would close. 

The country stores long ago sold other Wheeling galvanized products such as buckets, oil and kerosene 
cans and the quality was usually very good, durable and dependable. The usefulness of the washtubs was 
unlimited around the farm, homes and the local commercial fish houses. 

The story has been told that mom has even put her small children in them while she would do her 
housework. A friend of dads, Mr. John Swain, would come by the house when Brother Jim was baby standing 
in a tub, he would get Jim, rocking and moving the tub in circles. Later after Jim grew up into adulthood, Mr. 
Swain would still call hini washtub. 

Three large washtubs were hung on the backside of the house between the pantry and kitchen windows. 
Reason for this location I would think would be for close proximity to the iron wash pot, woodpile, and water 
pump on back porch and shade area from the hot afternoon summer sun. Now the reason for telling this 
anecdote is not to tell what these washtubs could be used for, but to tell what they should not be used for! 
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It seems my Big Brother Raymond most recently home from Washington, DC had left me in charge of 
disposing of some of his left over super cherry bomb firecrackers. I was always one to never be wasteful by 
simply lighting a firecracker, throwing it off at a distance and letting it blow up. Really, not very creativel I 
had to experiment putting them in, on, and under things for use to their fullest potential. A real rocket 
scientist or demolition expert in the making for sure. My idea was to find an old tin can with one end open, 
put the firecracker under it, watch the can rise off high into the sky. Finding the right tin can was no 
problem but the launch pad was not so easy. 

As luck would have it, rounding the back corner of the 
house just above eye level was the answer to the problem. 
Jumping up on the long wash bench and retrieving one of 
those heavy-duty Wheeling number one galvanized wash tubs 
would really get the job done. Turning the tub upside down 
on the ground, about 15 feet from the house and next to the 
clothes line post, laying the super red cherry bomb on the 
tub, with the fuse hanging slightly off the edge and gently 
setting the open end of the can over the bomb. How could I 
possibly go wrong with a set up like that! 

I lit the fuse with one of those long wooden safety 
matches, backed off a safe distance to watch the cracker go off. "BOOM", the can never left the launch 
pad. It simply fell over on its side not far from where the numeral number one was embossed in the middle 
bottom of the tub. Some how I must have missed that part of the class that explains how compression and 
explosives go down as well as up! As I gazed in disbelief down on my perfect launch pad, there before my eyes 
was this huge hole with a section of the tub peeled back like a sardine can lid. You could have thrown a small 
cat through it. How could this happen to a Wheeling galvanize number one washtub? As usual in those days 
my first thought was; I'm dead. What is daddy going to do? 

After consulting with mom it seems things calmed down a little. After all what dad don't know would not 
hurt him, (or me either). However, it sure destroyed my little savings account. If I recall the new washtub 
cost about five dollars, but that was a lot of money in those days. At the age of 12 or 13, 1 was riding my old 
bicycle all over the countryside, up and down the dirt roads of Washington County selling the Weekly Grit 
News Paper on Friday afternoon and Saturday for ten cents each, of which I kept five cents per copy. If I 
sold fifteen a week it was a good week. 

Near our house was an old abandon railroad bed, built during the turn of the century through the middle 
of the deep swamp over to Mackeys and the creek. A perfect place, out of sight, to dispose of the evidence. 
So on with my reliable hip boots, down the old railroad bed, over into the deep swamp with my damaged 
launch pad, injured pride, guilt, and a empty wallet. I had to go over in the swamp a little distance, because 
this old railroad bed was used regularly as a short cut to mackeys by my dad, my brother and £ 

However, as years have gone by I have given this little escapade some thought. I really don't think that 
mission was a total failure. You see, I bet that somewhere out in that swamp, between that house, and 
Mackeys Creek, you can find a heavy duty, number one, galvanized wheeling [no rust] launch pad, (excuse me) 
washtub that is making a good home for a little turtle, crayfish, opossum or some other wildlife creature. A 
perfect entrance hole made by one big cherry bomb firecracker. Those wheeling products had been coated 
with much galvanize to prevent rust; they simply forgot to test them with explosive devises. Being creative 
as a boy could be fun, but it sure could get you in "hot water" and a heap of trouble at times. 

(Thanks again, Bob Spruill, for sharing!) 
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More About: 

Mae Hardison Alligood January 09, 2007 - Mrs, Mae (Arnold) Hardison Alligood, age 90, slipped 
gracefully into eternal rest on Tuesday January 9, 2007. She was a lifelong resident of Washington. 

A graveside celebration of life will be held at the graveside in Oakdale Cemetery on Thursday, January 
11, 2007 at 2:00 PM . Mrs. Alligood was born in Creswell, NC on September 12, 1916, to John and Janie 
Furlough. Her mother died in 1917 during the flu epidemic and she was raised by the late Dave and Sarah 
Arnold. She was married on November 7, 1934 to Audrey Hardison who died on August 5th, 1966. On May 17, 
1967, she married Leroy Hilton Alligood who also preceded her in death on July 18, 1992. 

Mrs, Alligood was an avid homemaker and gardener. During her first marriage, she raised four beautiful 
children, all who still survive. She was a past president and a member of the Orr Lodge #104's Order of the 
Eastern Star. As a longtime member of the First Christian Church in Washington, she dedicated over 50 
years of service as a choir member and prelude organist. She shared her musical talents with Oden Funeral 
Home and Paul Funeral Home as an organist and singer for over 20 years. In her later years, she moved her 
church membership to the First Free Will Baptist Church. 

Survivors include her son, D. Thomas Hardison of Durham, NC, three daughters; Sister Jane Hardison of 
Manhasset, NY and currently of the home, Miriam Hardison Carier Phillips and husband Preston L Phillips of 
Byron, GA, Teresa Hardison Smith and her husband Danny Ray Smith of Washington; a step-daughter, Anna 
Alligood Gray and her husband Dr. Frank Gray of Knoxville, TN; eight grandchildren, Thomas M. "Ty" Carie-r, 
Etta Carter Oliver, Daniel Lee Smith, Jacklyn Michelle Smith, Preston Lee Phillips, Jr., Elisa Lynn Philips, 
David P. Gray and Piper Gray Rose; three great grandchildren, Joshua Thomas Carter, Victoria Oliver and 
Joey Oliver; a half brother, Wilbert Furlough and wife Joyce of Chesapeake, VA, and an aunt, Esther 
Ambrose of Creswell, NC. She was preceded in death by her sisters, Esther Sellers and Florence Furlough, 
and a step-daughter, Barbara Ann Alligood. 

(The family will receive friends at the home of her daughter and son-in-law, Teresa and Danny Smith, 
209 East Eleventh St. in Washington. In lieu of flowers, the family request that a memorial contribution be 
made to the charity of one's choice or to the Eastern NC Chapter of the Alzheimer's Association, 400 
Oberlin Road, Suite 220, C/O Beaufort County, Raleigh, NC 27605. Arrangements are by Paul Funeral Home, 
Washington.) (Source: www.paulfuneralhome.com) 

Ja&Ai- CcMaf /famr'ty- 

Record of Wills A Page 508 
In re The Last Will and Testament) 
of Josiah Collins, Deceased ) 
In The Superior Court ) 
of Washington County, N. C. ) Bef ore The Clerk 

Affidavit 

F. R. Johnston, W. H. Stubbs and John M. Bateman, being duly sworn, doth each for himself say: That he 
has examined the copy of the last will and testament of Josiah Collins, deceased now in the possession of 
Arthur Collins, one of the sons of the said Josiah Collins, and which said copy is recorded in a book and 
certified under the hand of W. F. Sanderson, Clerk of the Court of Please and Quarter Sessions of ■ 
Washington County North Carolina, and each of the above affiants doth for himself say that he is familiar 
with and knows the handwriting of the said W. F. Sanderson, Clerk as afore - said, having often seen him 
write, and having seen many instruments written by him, and each of the affiants doth for himself say that 
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he has examined the said copy as exhibited by said Arthur Collins and he doth veriiy believe said paper 
writing purporting to be a copy of the last will and testament of Josiah Collins, deceased, and every part of 
said instrument including the order of probate - the statement of the qualification of Mary Collins as 
executrix and the inventory thereto attached, and also including the Clerk's certificate under his hand that 
the said will and inventory are true copies, as well as the will itseif , is in the handwriting of the said W, F. 
Saderaon, 

And each of said affiants doth certify that he is not related by blood or marriage to the said Josiah 
Collins, deceased. And that he hath no interest whatsoever in any of the property left by the said Josiah 
Collins. 

In Witness Whereof the said affiants have hereunto set their hands this 19 th day of January, 1912. 

F. R. Johnston, W. H. Stubbs, John M. Bateman 
Sworn and Subscribed to before me this 19* 1 day of January, 1912 

C. V. W. Ausbon, 

Clerk Superior Court. 

P. 509 

In re Last Will and Testament of 
Josiah Collins, Deceased, 
In the Superior Court of ) 

Washington County, N.C. ) Before the Clerk, 

It appearing to the Court and being found as a fact that about the year 1875 all wills and records in the 
county, all books containing records of the same and all indexes thereto were destroyed by fire, together 
with all papers in the office of the Clerk of the Superior Court pertaining in any way to wills and testaments 
and records thereof, and the paper hereinafter set out purporting to be a true copy of the last will and 
testament of Josiah Collins, deceased, probated by the proper Court of Washington County at May Term 
1866, and ordered recorded by the said Court, testied by W. F. Sanderson, Clerk, and being certified by said 
Clerk as a true copy under his hand, and it being made to appear to the Court, and the Court finding as a fact, 
that every part of said certified copy, including the will itself, the order of probate, the inventory and the 
certificate that it is a true copy, is in the handwriting of the said W. F. Sanderson, as testified to by the 
disinterested witnesses, who testify that they are familiar with the handwriting of the said W. F. Sanderson 
and that they have examined said certified copy and verily believe that each and every part thereof, 
including the will itself, the order of probate, the inventory and the certificate as to its being a true copy, 
are in the handwriting os said W. F. Sanderson, and the Court being satisfied of the genuineness of said 
papers, 

It is ordered, adjudged and decreed that the said paper-writing is a certified copy of the last will and 
testament of Josiah Collins, deceased & that it be recorded in this office. 

It is further adjudged and decreed that the certified copy hereinafter set out be spread upon the 
records of this Court in the proper will books and, that it shall operate in every respect as fully as the 
original record thereof could have done. 

The certified copy of the said paperwriting is in words and figures as follows: (over) 
Josiah Collins Will 

This is the last Will and Testament of Josiah Collins of the County of Washington in the state of North 
Carolina. 

First I leave under the control and management of my dearly beloved wife, Mary Collins, my entire estate 
of every kind and description, with full and absolute power and aiuthority to her, to use, occupy, possess and 
manage the same, without being accountable to any person or persons whatever, and I also give her full and 
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absolute power and authority to give, sell, exchange or dispose of the same, or any part thereof, and from 
time to time, to give so much and such parts thereof, to any one or more of my children, as she may deem 
necessary and proper, And should she not dispose of the same in her life time, I give her absolute power and 
authority to bequeath and devise the same, by a last will and testament, in such manner as to her may seem 
proper. 

Should my wife died without having disposed of my estate by a last will and testament or otherwise, then 
and in that event I give to my son, Josiah Collins my plantation known as the Somerset Place, lying on Lake 
Scuppernong or Lake Phelps, intending to include therein, all the lands that I own, lying between the said Lake 
and Scuppernong River, adjoining on the west the lands devised to Ann D. Collins by her grandfather, Josiah 
Collins, the lands of Noah Phelps, Jesse Sawyer, Max™ Tatum, the lands belonging to the heirs of Dempsey 
Spruill, and also binding on the east South Fork Creek and adjoining also the lands belonging to Daniel 
Wood ley and the lands that belonged to the late Ebenezer Pettigrew, not intending by the foregoing 
description to include the other lands that I own lying on the said Lake; together with all the slaves, houses, 
mules, cattle, sheep and hogs, machinery, tools, farming implements and utensils of every kind and 
description, employed upon, or used in connection with the said farm; and I also give to my said son all my 
house-hold and kitchen furniture of every kind and description, any carriages and other vehicles, my saddles, 
harness and gear, all of which property, both really and personally , together with all my other estate in North 
Carolina and elsewhere and with all the increase and profits of the same, I direct to be valued by three 
disinterested persons, having no interest in the same, to be appointed by the Justices of the Court of Pleas 
and Quarter Sessions of said County, and in making said valuation, I authorize said Commissioners to act upon 
evidence furnished by exparte affidavits or otherwise that may be satisfactory to them; 

(511) And as to one half of the value of all the property which I have given to my said son, Josiah Collins, 
by this my last will and testament I direct him to pay the same to my other children in two equal annual 
payments with interest from the time that said valuation shall be made, so that the whole amount shall be 
paid off at the expiration of two years from the time of making the said valuation; And with the view of 
securing the payment of the same, I charge the entire estate which I have hereby given my son, with the 
payment of the amount that he may have to pay my other children. Provided Nevertheless, and I hereby 
declare that the foregoing devise and bequest to my said son, Josiah Collins, is made subject to the following 
conditions, that is to say: 

First: If the property which I have given to my said son shall by the valuation to be had as aforesaid, be 
ascertained to be equal in amount to one half only, or less than one half of my entire estate, then and in that 
event, I give to my said son, to him and his heirs, all the aforesaid property free from all incumbrances 
whatever, and I also discharge and release him from the payment of any amount whatever to my other 
children; And secondly: 

If, by valuation to be had of my estate as aforesaid, the property which I have given to my said son, 
Josiah Collins, shall be ascertained to amount to less than a child's part of my entire estate, then in addition 
to the property which I have given him, I also give him so much of the residue of my estate as will make his 
share of my estate equal in value to the shares or estates of my other children. 

Secondly, As to all the residue of my estate of every kind and description, I give the same to all my 
children, except my son, Josiah Collins, subject to the provisions and conditions mentioned and specified in 
the first clause or section of this my will. 

Thirdly: Should my son, Josiah Collins conclude not to take the property which I have given him, subject 
to the incumbrances, with which it may be encumbered (and it is not my design or purpose to impose upon him 
any duty or obligation to accept the same) then and in that event, I give the whole of my estate, of every 
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kind and description, equally to be divided among all my children, share and share alike, to them and their 
heirs forever. 

I hereby declare that by the disposition which I have made of my estate, it is not my wish or purpose to 
control or limit my wife in the exercise of the discretion which I have confided to her, or of the power and 
authority which (512) I have given to and conferred upon her in the first clause or section of this my will. 

Fourthly, I hereby nominate, constitute and appoint my wife, Mary Collins, the executrix of this my last 
will and testament, and testamentary guardian to my children; And in the event of her death, I appoint my 
son Josiah Collins, the executor of this my will and testamentary guardian of my other children. 

In Testimony Whereof I have hereto set my hand to this my last will and testament this 11* day of 
January 1849. Josiah Collins^ 

Signed by the testator as and for his last will A 



U. 5, Inter. (?) Revenue 
Stamps nine & a half 
dollars 



testament in the presence of us, who in his presence 
have herewith subscribed our names, as attesting 
witnesses thereto. 

The words on the First Page "on the West" "the 
east" and "other" on the last page were interlined 
before signing. 

Aug. Moore 

N. C. Warren 

State of North Carolina ) Court of Pleas A Quarter Sessions 
Washington County ) May Term 1866, 

Then was the foregoing a paper writing purporting to be the last wil and testament of Josiah Collins 
deceased is exhibited f or probate in open Court by Mary Collins the Executrix therein named and it is 
therefor proven by the oath and examination of Henry A. Gilliam that Augustus Moore one of the subscribing 
witnesses thereto is now dead, and it is also proved by the oath and examination of the said Henry A. Gilliam 
that William C. Warren the only other subscribing witness is a resident now of the state of Virginia, And it is 
further proved by the oath and examination of the said Henry A. Gilliam that he is well acvquainted with the 
handwriting of the said Augustus Moore having often seen him write, and that the name if the said Augustus 
Moore subscribed as a witness to the said will is in the handwriting of the said Augustus Moore, and it is 
further proved by the oath and examination with the handwriting of the said William C. Warren having often 
seen him write and that the name of the said William C. Warren subscribed as a witness to the said will is in 
the handwriting of the said (513) William C. Warren. 

It is therefore considered by the Court that the said paperwriting and every part thereof is the last will 
and testament of the said Josiah Collins and the same is ordered to be recorded and filed. 

Teste - W. F. Sanderson, Clerk 



An inventory of the Personal Property of Josiah Collins, deed. Which came into the hands of Mary Collins 
his Executor, 

Cash in Confederate Money $5659. 30 1 pr Pillows 

Chain & seal 2 Bed Spreads 

1 Gold pencil 3 Blankets 

1 set Gold Studs 10 Bed Steads 

6 pr Linen Sheets - 16 Wash Stands 

6 pr cotton Pillow cases 3 Dressing Tables 

4 Damask Table Cloths 7 Bureaus 
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7 Towel Stands 

3 Presses 

1 Ward robe 

1 Crib 

ICot 

12 Tables 

1 Stand (Marble Top) 
12 Mahogany chairs 
19 Couernou " 

2 Family Portraits 
11 Pictures 

1 Lot Engravings 
1 Secretary 

4 Book Cases (Mahogany) 
4 " N (Plain) 

6 pr shovel & tongs? Supporters 
1 school Desk 
1 Cupboard 
4 Settees 

1 Large Water Bucket 

2 Foot Tubs 

2 Looking Glasses 

2 Trunks 

4 Screen Frames 

1 Picture Frame 

2 Fenders 

1 Lot Broken furniture 
1 Piano 

1 Lot Silver (566 oz.) 

1 Lot Books & Pamphlets 

2 pr Andirons 
1 Desk 

1 Barometer (Broken) 
1 Passage Lamp * 

3 Sofas 

3 T. C. O. (?) 

1 Elergen 

2 What nots 

1 Music Stand 

1 Worked Screen 

1 Hat Rack 

6 Flower stands 

1 pr Globes 

1 Chain & Compass 

4 Rustic chairs 



2 Iron Sofas 
2 Iron Vases 

4 Waiters 

Inventory of Josiah Collins' Personal Property 
(cont'd) 

1 pr Bronzed Candles Sticks 

2 " Plated " " 
1 Refrigerator 

3 P. Steps 
1 Stove 

1 Spring Board 
1 Lot Broken Harness 
1 * Old Lamps 
1 ' Wire 

1 sett Candle Moulds 

1 Lot Old Axes 

2 Demijohns 

1 Lot Hogsheads 
1 ' Old Hoes' 

1 " " Rakes 

1 ' " Brier Hooks 

2 Old Stoves 

1 Bbl Plaster Paris 
1 Lot Old Ploughs 
1 ' " Seavhs ? 
1 " " Forks 
1 " " x Cut saws 
1 Lot Old Shovels 
1 Lot Wheel Timber 
1 Lot Old Iron 
1 " " Brass 

3 Iron Pots 

1 Lot Whip Saws 

1 " Lace? Chains 

1 " Old Harness 

1 Fire Engine & hose & c. 

1 Lot Ox chains 

1 Old Straw Cutter 

1 Lot Swingle Trees 

1 " Ox Yokes 

1 " Old Harrows 

6 Wheat Fans 

1 Lot Old Flax seed 

1 Thrashing Machine 

5 Wagons 
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i ux cart 


1 * /Duff jn M n An 

j. vrec green 


3 Old House Carts 


1 Hat 


3 Grind stones 


1 pr Balances 


1 Lot Old Cart wheels 


2 j Bus Measurs 


i uia Morse nar.'' 


i lot nogs 


I Lot mudds 


i lot oneep 


i corn rianTer 


o worK OTeers 


t Horse Rakes 


tiU milch cows 


l sett Blacksmiths tools 


1 Lot Carrie 


1 sett Carpenters " 


1 Ula Mill 5tones 


1 Caray Houg 


o urow tsars 


7 hn f ft v*\ f hnn mho filf noui 

i pr i-ary nog wneeis new 


1 Lug Cnuln 


2 Old Wheel drills 


1 Bush puller, and 


1 Garden Roller 


1 Lot Old 


1 Barouch & Harness 


36 Mules 


1 Rockaway A Harness 


3 Horses 


1 Wagon (Mountain) 


189 Negroes 



Goods Debts 



1 Note of J. F. Cain $500, due 1" Jany, 1866 
payable in Confed. Money 1/4 only due 
1 Note of J. F. Cain $465, due V 1 Jany 1865 
payable in Confed. Money 
(Over) 515 

Inventory of Josiah Collins' Property (contd) 
1 Note of E. Alethia Collins $600, due Mar. 20 th 1854 
1 " $1400. Due 24 th Jany 1853 ) 
subject to credit $687 36 /100 J* Feb. 1858. ) 
1 Note of W. A. Littlejohn $15. 25 /100 7 Apl. 1841 

1 Note of W. A. Littlejohn & A, C. Blount $200. With interest from 22 nd Jany. 1855 
1 Note of W, Hardison, D. G. Cowand A Lloyd Bateman $250. due 19 th Dec. ) 

1860, subject to credit of $50. 19* Dec. 1860. 
1 Note Jesse Sawyer $195. Int. From 23 rd May 1857, 
1 * Rev. A. A. Watson $57, without interest payable in gold 

Doubtful Debts - 

1 Note of John Thompson $3450. Int from 1 st Jany 1856 } 
subject to credit of $207. 1** Jany. 1857 } 
I Note Joshua Stacy $50. Due July 20. 
I'J.W. Rogerson $50, Int from 25 Apl. 1861 

1" W. A. Dunn $400. Due 1* Jany 1866 in Confed Money 1/4 only due $100 
1 " Jes. G.Bacon due 1 st Jany 1866, 1 1/4 BBL Corn to be delivered } 

in Hillsboro } 
VS. Crawford 1 st Jany 1866 1 $ BBLs Com to be delivered } 

in Hillsboro ) 
Notes in hand of W. A. Eborn(?) From sales of Perishable } 



% 
$ 

$ 
$ 



125.00 
465.00 

600.00 

712.64 
15.25 
200.00 

200.00 
195.00 



3,243.00 
50.00 
50.00 
100.00 
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property of Henry Spring(?) } 736. 

Worthless Debts - 

1 Note of J. A. Warrock $50. Due 3 rd Jun 1851 50.00 
1 " " Eliz 7 Alexander $20. " 21 Apl 1852 20.00 
1 " " H. W. Collins $210. " 1 Jany 1855 210.00 
1 M ' XT. Hassell $75 " 19 Aug. 1858 75.00 
1* " Ellsbery Ambrose $25." 24 Septr 1846, subject to } 

following credits $2.50, 29 Deer 1849, $15 - 26 Jany 1848, } 

$2.62, 15 th Feb. 1850. } 
1 Note H. F. Brown $50. Octr. 19 th 1844 
State of North Carolina 
Washington County, 

Personally appeared before me, D. &. Co wand one of the Justices of the Peace in and for the County 
aforesaid this 16 th day of November 1866, Mrs. Mary Collins Executrix of Josiah Collins deed. And maketh 
oath that the foregoing is a true and correct inventory of the personal property of her testater that has 
come into her hands as Executrix. 

(Signed) Mary Collins 
D. &. Cowand J. P. 

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy. - W. F. Sanderson Clk. (Over) 
Upon inspection of the above copy certified under the hand of the said W. F. Sanderson, Clerk of said 
Court. 

It is ordered, Adjudged and Decreed that the said certified copy is in all respects a true, complete and 
perfect copy of the last will and testament of Josiah Collins, deceased, which was proven according to law 
and ordered recorded, and which was, in fact, actually recorded in the will book in the office of the proper 
court in Washington County, N.C., in the year 1866, and that the boom containing the same and the original 
papers on file in the office were destroyed by fire when the Clerk's office was burned about 1875, 

That said certified copy shown as above with the orders hereto attached by recorded in the proper will 
book in the office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of Washington County to operate as fully in all respects 
as the original will and record of probate could have done. 

Done at my office in Plymouth, North Carolina, this 19* Day of January 1912. 
C. V. W. Ausbon, 

Clerk Superior Court of Washington Co. 

(Photocopy of Collins will provided by Brian Keith Phelps, WCSS Treasurer and Deputy Clerk, Washington 
County Superior Court; tra nscribed by Shirleyan Beacham Phelps, Editor) 



Funeral for J. J. Clemmons Being Held in Roper Wednesday 



Death last Saturday afternoon brought an end to the colorful life of J. J. Clemmons, 79, colored 
educator, lawyer and a prominent figure in inter-racial relationships in this section. The end came in a 
Norfolk hospital to which the Roper High School principal had been taken for a throat infection last 
Thursday. He had been confined to his room only two weeks. 
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Scores of both white and colored citizens of this section filed by his bier, where he lay in state at the 
Mt. Eprew Baptist Church at Roper between the hours of 11 and 2 on Wednesday. A short time later his body 
was buried in a cemetery near the church. 

One of the highlights in the life of the respected West-Indian-born negro took place on his 77* 
birthday, January 25, 1940, when appropriate ceremonies were held naming the Roper colored school the "J. 
J. Clemmons High School." He founded the first colored high school in this county about 24 years ago and 
continued as principal until his death. 

Born in Martinique, French West Indies of a native mother and American father, Clemmons laded in 
Detroit, Michigan at 17 years of age. Fof (sic) six years he was a globe-trotter, navigator and general seaman. 
When he arrived in North Carolina he had a bachelor of laws degree as well as a degree of bachelor of arts 
from J. E. Cotner College in Detroit. 

For 12 of 20 years as a lawyer he practiced in W^hington, North Carolina. He was once town clerk at 
Southport, Brunswick County. 

Organizing the first colored high school in the county at Roper in 1917, he saw it grow in 24 years from a 
two-teacher to a 10-teacher school. Clemmons was married three times. His third wife and eight children 
survive. 

He once publicly stated that "I don't np whether I am a coward or not, but I have never had a quarrell 
with a white man and at 77 years of age, I don't expect to start now because they are friends of a colored 
man and I count them as my friends." Roanoke Beacon - Front Page November 20, 1941 [Transcribed by: 
Shirleyan Beacham Phelps, Editor] [Editor's Note: We had several phone calls from Jackson Clemmons 
requesting additional information about his grandfather, J. J. Clemmons, Research is ongoing, more about 
later.] 

1. Helen Sautier, gr-granddaughter of Cleophus W. "C W" Swain , b. 1821, d. 1898, would like to know if 
the following "Swain" family may have been his. I welcome any information on this family: 

John Swain, b. ca 1724, Berkley (now Perquimans) Co.,, NC, d. 1760; mar. Elizabeth Wyatt, dau of Samuel 
and Elizabeth Wyatt. At least two sons, Samuel Swain, b. 8 Dec 1746, and James Swain. 

The Last Will and Testament of James Swain, made in 1885, probated 27 Sept 1887, named a son Peter 
Swain and daughters Susan and Demaries Swain. 

Peter Swan (Swain) was a soldier in the Civil War and was captured at Spotsylvania Court House, Virginia 
on 12 May 1854. He was released from the Elmira, NY prison on 12 June 1865. Executor of his estate was a 
friend, W. J. Webb. (Information recorded in "Swains of Nantucket" page 183.) 

Note: According to recent information the date of his capture was 1864 rather than 1854. The name 
"Berkley" may have been a misspelling of Bertie. 

Any information would be appreciated. Respond to one of the following'- WCG5 (Box 567, Plymouth NC 
27962) or Helen Sautier, 6344 Hwy 17 N, Washington NC 27889; helengautier@peoplepc.com . 

2. Watrus Beckwith - (9 March 2007) Watrus Beckwith - b. 1791 Poughkeepsie, NY - d. March 1850 
Plymouth, Washington Co., NC, buried: Plymouth Methodist Church Cemetery married: Susan Bailey b. 1797 
Pasquotank Co., NC - d. ; Henry Moore moores t@suddenlink.net ; Mr. Moore had checked library; found grave 
in churchyard. [Editor's Note: (1) W. Beckwith, trustee Plymouth UMC 3 August 1842, Deed 3 Aug 1832 Bk 6 
pg. 434 (Source Tapestry, p 275, Mildred Swain 4 Frances Jones - WCBC 1799 4 (2) Thomas Beckwith m. 
Henrietta J. Phelps Lie # 249 20 April 1957; by Revd. A. A. Watson, Rector of Grace Church, Plymouth NC 
(Source: Washington County fAarriages, Vol I, WCSS, p. 20] 

3. Query: History (age) of Williford House (114 East Main Street, Plymouth) 
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The Roanoke Beacon, on 23 May 1890, announced "Mr. F. R. Johnston is having lumber placed on the 
vacant lot opposite the Courthouse with a view to erecting a dwelling house." The house was built in April 
1891: On the 10 rh the newspaper reported that William J. Jackson had begun to work on the house. The 1894 
Sanborn Map identifies the dwelling as one-story but correctly labeled it in 1900 as two-story. 

Frank Rhodes Johnston (1856-1919) married Mary Polk "Minnie" Latham (185901944) second daughter of 
Charles Latham, in 1885. They lived in the house until their deaths. Their daughter Constance Inez (1900- 
1989) married Harold Allison Williford (1899-1986). They lived here until their deaths. Wilfiford was a long- 
time Plymouth grocer. In more recent years, the home was owned by Lee Smith, former county manager. It is 
now the home of Nyla Williams. 

4. Do you know of a source where I could find two obit's of deceased relatives? #1. Mary Alice 
Davenport Spruill d.14 April 1943 #2. Claudious W Spruill d. 9 July 1927. They lived on a farm @ Travis. Both 
were buried @ St. David's in Cresweli. Arnette said there was no newspaper in Columbia those years... there 
might not have been obit's published. No one in the family living, whom I know, has a copy of either. Thank 
you. ( In case you forgot..,! am Miss Annie Davenport, of Pleasant ©rove's, grandaughter. These two folks 
were her parents.) Susan Davenport Pater. [Editor's Note; I searched Roanoke Beacon for the two years 
listed and found nothing, SBP] 

"Included herewith is my check ... to cover the cost of purchase of the four volumes of Washington 
County, NC Cemeteries and my 2007 membership renewal for the WCGS. 

As a note of interest, I will be traveling to England on March 14th to meet cousins I have never seen 
before. There will be people from England, France and the United States that are descend ents of the Great 
Wigston Davenports. 

How do we know that we are related? The proof came through DNA testing. Richard R. Davenport, who 
came to Perquimans County in about 1670, has been determined to be from the Davenport family of Wigston, 
Leicestershire, England. Two other American Davenport families are closely related to the Great Wigston 
Davenports. These families are the Reverend John Davenport family of Boston and the Thomas Davenport 
family of Dorchester, Mass. These two families are from Cheshire, England. The Great Wigston Davenports 
left Cheshire in 1570 and moved to Wigston. 

Thus far all the American Davenports that have been DNA tested and can tract their roots back to 
Tyrrell and Washington Counties are from the same family. We have been able to link current living 
Davenports back to Richard R. Davenport (1642-1713) via two of his sons, John and Isaac, We have not been 
able to identify a current descendent for Richard Sr.'s son Richard Jr. We believe that he moved to what is 
now Bertie County in about 1714. 

Several of the Davenport cousins, that are meeting in Wigston including me, will be spending a couple of 
days in the Wigston record office attempting to find a record of Richard R. Davenport's birth and his 
parents. We will also be visiting the local Anglican Church to view the silver communion service donated by 
the Davenport family. 

Hopefully we will be able to find the documented link between our Richard R. Davenport of North Carolina 
and the Wigston Davenports of Leicestershire. (Sincerely, D. Harold Davenport 2/26/2007) 

Helen Gautier shared an obituary, reminding us of Washington County connections. (See More About Dave 
Arnold Family -) (And, our condolences to Helen in the death of her sister-in-law, Elouise Gautier Hodges 
Stallings. 
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Thanks to Dr. Peter W. And Nancy Squire for their continued support and financial contributions to 
WCGS; researching Waters - grandfather was Hyman Waters. Nsquire©t elpaqe.net ? 

Welcome to new member Or. Warren H. Spruill of Tuscaloosa AL, who is researching: Chaplain, Floyd, 
Newby, Norman, Skinner, Spencer, Spruill, Swain, Todd and Toms. fSpruilll5@comcast.net) 

Our sympathy to Member Bob Spruill in the death of his brother in February - Walter Johnson Spruill, 

Jr. 

Thanks to Thelma Davis Terry for a significant contribution for upkeep of Weede Cemetery (Plymouth 
Township). Thelma fWpQndTDT@aol.com) is researching Davis, Squires, Paul, Respess, Pinner, Patrick, Allen 
and Latham. Thelma splits her time between St. Petersburg FL and Pantego NC. 

Mrs, Frances Bickel Jones, Regent, Daughters of the American Revolution, was our speaker for the 
January meeting. The focal DAR chapter, the Brick House Landing, held its organizational meeting 2 August 
1997 at Grace Episcopal Church. Mrs. Mary Frances (Frankie) Davis Hassell was the first regent for the local 
chapter. WCGS members enjoyed Mrs. Jones' presentation and were amazed at the charitable works by 
members of DAR. (Online; www.dar.ort?). Mrs. Jones discussed Crossnore School. 

Mr. Paul Li I ley (Associate Professor Emeritus, NC State, who contributed to Washington County, NC: a 
Tapestry, will be the speaker at the spring meeting, 15 th April 2007 at 2:30 p.m. Members are encouraged to 
attend and to bring a guest. Please note: meetings are now held on NC 32 South, and not at the First OFWB 
Church on US 64 West. For more info contact one of the officers or email: blueqrassboy@hotmail.com. 

New WCGS president, Mrs. Virginia Clough Haire, took office in January and has planned an exciting and 
active year for WCGS. Loretta Haire Phelps, first vice-president, has a good list of speakers for upcoming 
meetings. Keith Phelps continues as treasurer, and past president, Shirleyan Beacham Phelps continues to 
edit WCGS^News and is corresponding secretary. Last but not least, a past president of WCGS, Russell 
Tyson, second vice president, is lining up a delicious assortment of treats for the social portion of our 
meetings. (Watch out - if you don't volunteer, he will do it for you - volunteer you to provide refreshments, 
that is.) 

Finally - after much too long, Volume IV, Washington County Cemeteries, Skinnersville Township, finally 
went to the printer. The first printing didn't turn out as expected and had to be redone. We all owe Veronica 
Jones Haskett and Vance our thanks for alt the cemeteries covered in the four volumes. Researchers find 
invaluable family information here. 

WCGS requests for any corrections or additions to the four volumes for inclusion in the final work, 
Volume Five, in progress. We know there are still cemeteries hidden away (and fast disappearing) that need 
to be documented. (For instance: Mrs. Lillian Swain telephoned recently to relay info shared with her: There 
was a cemetery at Mackeys on what was once known as the Pollard Farm. If you have knowledge of this 
cemetery, please contact Shirleyan Phelps (shirleyan32@earthlink). 

Editor's Note: I am grateful for the honor received when the Washington County Chamber of Commerce's 
W. Willis Bowen Lifetime Achievement Award was presented on 19** 1 March at the annual banquet. Lois C. 
Askew, clerk to the Washington County Board of Commissioners, and Loretta H. Phelps, presented the award. 
I have enjoyed making Washington County my home for about 26 years. My comment to the Roanoke Beacon 
was: "This is akin to paying a child to play with all her favorite dolls - but much nicer!" Thanks to everyone 
who had a part in honoring me this way," Others recognized (in addition to Harry L. Thompson, see above) 
were: Billy 4 Sharon Maitland, Small Business Award; they are opening a new funeral service in Plymouth - 
they are located now in Creswell; and Ray Price, Citizen of the Year. Mr. Price, a building contractor, is 
involved, among other things, with Habitat for Humanity. 
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